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EARLIER TYPES OF ROADS,
of tiie earlier type of road pavements adopted in this country
was the boulder paving, consisting of large irregular boulders 6 to
9 in. deep, possessing naturally large and irregular points, especially
after wear had taken place. Other roads were paved with stone
blocks which, however, were little better than the boulders. Small
boulders or cobble pavements built within sea-shore boulders have
been used very extensively, and are still In existence in many large
towns today; they are roughly egg-shaped, and are placed on end,
so as to give as great a depth as possible. Cobbles have also been
used extensively for footpath work, but these are usually much
smaller in size than those used for road work.
Sett paving of various kinds has superseded cobbles and boulders,
and in many cases is giving excellent service today.
Earth and clay roads are still in use in remote parts of America,
Africa and elsewhere, etc., where grading, harrowing, ploughing,
scraping, etc., are carried on by machinery in a thoroughly scientific
manner. Gravel roads are also used in like manner where con-
ditions are favourable: newer developments in the form of soil
stabilization have opened up a vast field for economical road
development.
Examples of our early types of road construction are shown in
Fig. 1.